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Liaison Meeting - September 28, 2011

Began with introduction of those present and brief report of status in parishes:

Tony Strawa, chair CGI Executive Committee

Raquel Brown - SJ Diocese Communications

Linda Batton - SJ Diocese Social Justice, CGI Executive Committee

----- Velasquez,  Effie De la Cruz - parish initiatives - St. Cyprian   SEED - Spirit Environment Education Design


Operation Rice Bowl grant for teaching garden - kids learn to grow their own food.  Develop an appreciation for what food is about.  

Lindsey Cromwell -   CGI Exec. Committee - contact for Santa Clara University 

Lauren Matusich - CGI Education Committee Co-chair and CGI Exec. Committee

Susan Olsen - CGI Education Committee co-shair and CGI Exec. Committee - liaison for Holy Family.  There focus on energy - replacing light bulbs around the campus - and on waste - going to a no-trash facility (minimizing) with composting and recycling emphasized.

Bill Koenig - Sacred Heart - not much going on - got no response to St. Francis Pledge

Rita Fisher - St. Mary’s Los Gatos- CGI Water Committee  - leaving the water committee - 


tremendously proud - no bottled water on the premises.  Poor response to showings of documentaries.  Water walk suggested by principal - very successful.  

Carol Thornton - St. Mary’s Los Gatos- Pastoral Care and social justice


In general try to feature anything that would relate to a green initiative or fair trade information fairly regularly put in bulletin.  Shown Blue/Gold and Tapped.  Showed Food, Inc.  

20-30 in attendance for the Deanery 2 events.  Greatest success through water.  Good response from JustFaith grads and sisters who teach - experience for the children didn’t seem to transfer to the people.

Effie - Green My Parents movement - parents starting to get interested.  Speaking at Family Mass to get people to pledge conservation of water.  Give the children the tools to be confident and make good choices.  Doesn’t use word “green”.

Veronica Sullivan - Holy Spirit


Sustainable garden outside of the church - be a demonstration garden for parish members.  Water conservation the issue.  California native buffalo grass.  Parish got behind it and had some volunteers.  13 people.  4-5 core people who do the work.  

Gerard McGuire - CGI Advocacy Committee and CGI Exec. Committee - St. Thomas Aquinas (their liaison has recently “retired.”)  Bike to church/walk to church Sunday (over a number of Sundays) - Parish picnic - composting.  Waste sorting game with prizes.   Signing up people for energy audits.  St. Francis Day pledge cards - an announcement from the pulpit encouraging people to do this.  Encourage prayer for the protection of environment.  Signed up with California Interfaith Power & Light.  Reduced emissions by 12%.  Working with the school on-site.  Core group of 6 people with about 12 total.  

Newsletter can address the sharing of these things. - all the things going on in parishes.  

Mary Dadio - St. Simon’s Parish - came to get ideas.

Tony reported on CGI Newsletter - report of things that people are doing.  Quarterly report.  Give write-ups of what you are doing and material to share with other parishes.  Forum for us to share information and be aware of what others are doing.  

Ideally - if you’re interested in more information contact__?___.  Distribution to Environmental Liaisons, SJ Liaisons, and this committee.

Valley Catholic articles - want to incorporate in this what’s happening in the parishes.  Always including theological piece (scripture and documents).  Looking at what’s happening in the diocese and what’s happening in individual parishes.  List the proposed topics - send a synopsis of what’s happening in the parish - Add a topic on waste.
St. Mary’s did a footprint following the town hall - where does that go from here?    Where do we invest our energy?  Audits need to be done quarterly.  

Sustainable Silicon Valley has an eco-cloud.  No cost to join - free.  Could potentially create a CGI place there where we could exchange ideas on a number of topics.  Needs to be moderated.  

Re-strategize to a target audience - children in particular.  Economic incentive. 

Need 5 core people to be liaisons - roll up our sleeves as liaisons - work to build from there.

Send out minutes to liaisons as well as to the Exec. Committee.  

Start with the list from tonight - send it to everyone.  25 words or less - this is what my parish did.  

April 22, 2012 follow the CCCC - St. Francis Pledge.  Focus and visibility by having this take place in parishes on Earth Day.   Kid activities?  Pause for prayer - a united activity - a single time.  Whole diocese is pausing at this time.  4:22 p.m.  Get a percentage of people signed up for St. Francis Pledge (determine what percentage would mean “success” in each parish).  Offer events for awareness.  

