 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Liaisons Meeting  - March 16, 2011

Tom Walsh, Water Committee; Lauren Matusich, Education 

Paul Meagher - St. Martin’s Sunnyvale

Bill Perry - Transfiguration

Rita Fisher - substituting for Carol Thornton - St. Mary’s Los Gatos

Susan Olsen - Education Committtee - Liaison for Holy Family

Penny Warne - Communications

Ed Kantack - St. Elizabeth - Liaison

Veronica Sulllivan - Holy Spirit - Liaison

Provide a brochure from CGI for each parish - to provide basic information regarding CGI.

Linda will be providing copies to Water Committee - get them for the liaisons to pass out to the parishes.  Possibly not put in the bulletin per se but have the information available to the parish.

Suggestion to liaisons:  Possibly do a green corner in your bulletin - help to disseminate information about green issues - possible link to the document on line.  

Which parishes have a green corner - Holy Family, St Martin Sunnyvale, Transfiguration.

St. Elizabeth does some articles, but not on a regular basis.  Want to have something once a month.  

St. Thomas Aquinas has something similar to Holy Family - which is also on-line  

Provide a link to Holy Family website to give access to the information there for other parishes - put on the yahoo group.

Yahoo group - Tony will send out invitation again - join this group and then if you already have an account just sign in.  If you don’t have an account you have to generate an account.  Build the Yahoo group - send a profile of your parish - what it is doing.  Helpful tips and other information about our activities.

Liaison can add material to what they post on the group.  

Education Committee created a document with information on how to start a green team at your parish.  Do liaisons want such a document?   (Need to make sure it’s on the Diocesan Website and available.)  

Reports from Liaisons:

St. Elizabeths - just one person

Queen of Apostles - Tony working by himself and not getting any traction.

Holy Family -   Small group but trying to build.  Active members are on the main Faith in Action Advisory Council.  Have a green corner in the bulletin and on website on a regular basis.  Working on eliminating trash and recycling as much as possible - contract with Recology for entire parish, including school.

Holy Spirit - 8-9 - meet every second Tuesday of the month.  People who can’t attend contribute through a yahoo group.  Planned activities throughout the year that they rally around.



St. Mary’s Los Gatos - pretty active program that has been going for awhile.  Carol Thornton in charge of social justice actions.  No longer allow bottled water, filters on faucets so children can have filtered water - have water bottles; showed Blue Gold and talking about showing Tapped; principal of the school will have children be a part of a carry 5 program.  Anticipating it will happen in the future - but no date scheduled as of yet.  

Possibly having a focus helped to build this - Not on committee because she prefers to “do” something.

St. Thomas Aquinas - Liaisons have had to step back - health issues - very active committee - meet regularly.  Zero waste program.  Hard to manage at 3 different sites.  Audit underway on facilities.  Thermostat work to lower energy consumption.  350 campaign.  Bike to Mass days - walk to Mass - a lot of campaigns. Advocacy strong.  Have an electronic bulletin where things can be posted.   

Linda Batton would love stories to add to the diocesan web bulletin.  1st and 3rd Fridays of the month it goes out - so try to get it in by Wednesday prior.  

Tony will send the latest list of liaisons to Linda to get them onto the mailing list for her newsletter.

Bill Perry - Transfiguration - one person committee - did an e-waste event.  Did one on an earth day - part of Generations of Faith - spoke regarding justice issues - had youth do a booth about information about what they have done and what they can do to be green.  Green bags - gave out bags.  Youth talking about green at the end of Mass.  Showed Blue Gold.  Seen as an education issue not getting people to take action.

Fair Trade Coffee - through CRS - can get coffee - coffee partners - the more you buy, the shipping goes down - proceeds go to CRS - have a donut Sunday - will come and talk about coffee - also artisans and chocolate.  Team these things up to work on Green Initiative and Fair Trade issues.  

St. Mary’s Sunnyvale - Green activities have not worked their way to the surface just yet - green corner every month in the bulletin - green bags - look at the website and get more happening.  Get more people involved.

St. Nicholas - no green team yet.  Presented to the council - were supposed to vote on it but nothing happened.  

Queen of Apostles - presented to the council - no response.

Convince a group to host a movie.  Take baby steps - focus at Queen of Apostles on Restorative Justice.  Perhaps if pastor is resistant, go to parish school.  Get kids on board - will move to parents - may start something.

Green articles in Valley Catholic - on a regular basis - may get the attention of the people to draw some people in.  

John Miller - Energy - Cost of electricity and what would you get for it.  Energy audit interest - huge amount of energy could be saved - and huge amount of money if we cut down. Parishes are being encouraged to do energy audits.  2 parishes have done energy audits - at some point would you share your outcome.  St. Mary’s has done water audit.  John wants to get electric bills and put them in a data base - profile when energy uses and assess where waste can be cut.

St. Chris - clergy weren’t on board when they started the SJ committtee - 8 active members of the committee - regular articles in the bulletin.  Two years ago two members got involved in the environment.  New pastor and new associate pastor.  New associate is the liaison to the green team.  Blue Gold - young adults have viewed both Tapped and Blue Gold.  Trying to get a water audit and eliminate bottled water.   How to attract members - the laity on the committee can try to drum up interest - but when we voted to sponsor a migrant family and placed it on the associate pastor - gave him names - all six showed up.  

Education Committee - How to Establish a Green Team - post on yahoo group.  Members of the Education Committee will help to facilitate parishes get it going.  

Water Committee - each member will be contacting 4-5 parishes within the next 3-4 weeks.  Pushing people to show to parish or selected audiences either Tapped and/or Blue Gold.  Food & Water Watch will provide a speaker if you guarantee a sufficient audience.  Diocese owns 4 copies.  Encouraging people to push pastor to get a water audit.  Also provide information on water conservation.  

Made a list of action items - sign on to the website and post your activities so everyone can have access to that.  

Try to make yahoo group work - poll the group about next meeting.  Schedule something for May.  

