CGI Education Committee / Executive Committee

Valley Catholic Environmental Justice Series 

Topics and Format

GENERAL FORMAT OF ARTICLES
Each month, the following components should be addressed regardless of the specific environmental topic. Following this guideline will help keep the articles consistent and connect as a series. 

· Identification of environmental issue / brief education on issue

· Discussion of the local and global impacts / concerns

· Faith / Justice Component

· Theology

· Scripture reference

· Church document / papal quote…

· Catholic Response: What’s happening in Church (globally / nationally / statewide), in the Diocese of San Jose, individual parishes, schools or deaneries 

· This section should affirm the local efforts in our diocese especially and include best practices and success stories that hopefully will inspire others to follow

· Where do we go from here?  Next steps

· CGI plans

· Parishes and schools

· Practical Suggestions for families / individuals in our homes, workplaces etc.

· Resources for further education (websites, non-profits, readings, films…) if applicable

· Segue to next issue

Writers should plan on doing some research on their topic as well as gather information from committee chairs, parishes, schools etc. regarding what has been done or is being done around the issue.  The Education Committee will review each article and edit in collaboration with the Executive Committee before submitting to Roberta Ward / Valley Catholic.

ARTICLE TOPICS
1.  The Catholic Green Initiative of Santa Clara County

· Theological framework for environmental stewardship, justice and sustainability

· Brief reference to doctrinal statements, papal encyclicals, Scripture

· Introduction to some environmental topics of concern (not an in-depth discussion of any particular topic

· Evolution of the CGI and brief synopsis of its work

· Purpose of the VC series 

2, 3.  Water  - two articles

· Water Quality (Start locally then expand globally)

· Privatization of Water  (basic human right?)

4, 5. Energy

· Solar Project in Diocese of San Jose

· Why did we invest in this? 

· Reliance upon fossil fuels for electricity / impact on environment and human health / well-being

· Result of Solar Project

· Energy Audits

· Chancery Office (Bishop?)

· Energy audit opportunities for homeowner

· Energy savings and conservation

· LIHEAP Program  (possible Spanish translation)

6, 7.  Air

· Air Quality – homes, schools, factories…

· CO2 levels

· Climate Change

8.   Consumption Patterns – Changing our Habits 

· Linear process of extraction, manufacturing, distribution, consumption, waste with focus on consumption as the pivotal step over which we have control.

· Jesus’ “simple” lifestyle

· Relationship of consumption of goods to previous topics addressed in series

· Carrying capacity of earth

· Steps toward change

9, 10.  Food Choices

· Impact of our food choices on the environment

· Example of a hamburger (water use, beef, corn….)

· Locally grown produce

· Factory farms

· Sustainable agriculture 

· Fisheries

11.  ?????

