MINUTES OF WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 11/ WATER COMMITTEE/ ST. JOSEPH’S RM., ST. CHRISTOPHER PARISH

Present: Gloria Cutshall, Mary Rinki, Mary Barry, Sr.. Rosemary, Rita Fisher, Claire Collins, Thomas Walsh

The meeting commenced with a prayer.

Thomas Walsh relayed the  comments, observations and plans that occurred during a meeting held in San Francisco, August 10…the day after the Water Bond Bill was delayed until the 2012 election. Attending the meeting called by Clear Water Action were representatives of many Bay Area organizations dedicated to killing the bill and/or…defeating it. The consensus of those at the meeting was that the various organizations were going to have to pool their efforts in the future…work together to get the bill rewritten…or, in lieu of that, defeated. There was little optimism that the bill would be significantly amended. We were all asked to notify our legislators and commend them on their vote…or, in the event they were for the bill…ask them to reconsider.

There was a great deal of discussion re: all this. Each member of the Committee had been assigned an aspect of the bill to research and, afterward, write a statement summarizing their findings.

Mary Rinki…the bond issue and agriculture

Sr. Rosemary…the bond issue and its financing

Claire Collins…the bond issue and dams

Gloria Cutshall…the bond issue and the pork in the bill

Mary Barry…the bond issue and environmental destruction

Thomas Walsh…all of the above

Walsh asked each member of the Committee to have their statement into him within the week. If the Executive Committee still wants a “position paper” on the issue, we’ll be in good shape to provide it to them. However, as Walsh learned at the SF meeting…amendments had been made immediately before the vote. The “final” version is still not available.

The remainder of the meeting  dealt with our goals for the immediate future. It was decided that each of us would be assigned 3-5 parishes and:

1. Encourage them to view Blue Gold in the event they had not done so.

2. Encourage them to have the Santa Clara Water District audit their use of water.

3. Aggressively encourage them to dissuade parishioners and parish groups from buying and using bottled water.

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 8 at 3:00 in the St. Joseph Rm., St. Christopher parish. Each member was asked to have a list of “reasons” why bottled water is untenable

