PETITIONER’S QUESTIONNAIRE

Directions:  Using the questionnaire as a guide, kindly type or write your marital history on separate sheets of paper paying close attention to the BOLD sections.  Upon completing it, read and sign the Oath and Tribunal Policy and fill in the information on the Witness List.  Return all papers in the enclosed envelope.  Thank you. 

1. Personal Background:  Describe your personality and character – your strong and weak   points, your relationship with parents and siblings, your religious and educational training, your social life prior to meeting the Respondent, medical problems, any difficulties with alcohol, drugs, gambling and if you have ever undergone psychological counseling.
2. Respondent’s Family Background:  Give the same information for your former spouse as outlined in #1 to the best of your knowledge.

3. Baptismal Status: You and/or your former spouse’s baptism into any Christian church and relevant details.

4. Courtship:  How you and your former spouse met, the length of the dating and courtship period, problems and separations you had; what attracted you to each other, your ability to show affection for each other, the interests, values and goals

you had in common; the quality and depth of your communication; who brought

up the subject of marriage, your understanding of marriage at the time, your discussion about (a) your roles in the marriage, (b) children, (c) fidelity whether you

experienced doubts or pressure prior to the marriage; the plans you both discussed

and made for your life together; your reasons for believing both of you were suited

for each other, and mature enough to accept the responsibilities of marriage.

5. Wedding and Honeymoon:  Your thoughts and feelings as you prepared for the
Wedding, any significant incidents prior to the wedding or reception: any fears,

Doubts or feelings of uneasiness about the marriage; how the honeymoon went,

Sexual problems encountered.

6. Married life:  Attitude of each toward work, careers and responsibilities; common
goals, friends and leisure time shared; ability to communicate and share fears, joys, doubts; attitude toward children; ability to constructively resolve conflict; how

decisions were made about finances, career, discipline of the children; when

problems first appeared; any instances of infidelity, physical or psychological mistreatment (abuse); problems with alcohol, drugs, gambling; appearance of

psychological disorder – extent and treatment; any separations and whether

counseling (personal and couple) was sought.

7. Final Separation:  Describe circumstances surrounding the final separation and the
efforts made to reconcile.  In your opinions what was the case of the breakup of your marriage?
PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN THE FOLLOWING OATH WITH YOUR 

COMPLETED RESPONSE TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE

(THIS FORM REQUIRES PASTOR’S SIGNATURE)
         I, THE UNDERSIGNED PETITIONER___________________________________

        NOW  TESTIFY  UNDER  OATH  THAT  THIS  ACCOUNT IS THE TRUTH TO 

        THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE AND I REQUEST THE TRIBUNAL OF THE 

        DIOCESE  OF  SAN  JOSE  TO  ACCEPT  THIS STATEMENT AS MY SWORN 

        TESTIMONY.




_______________________________________







     (Signature)

       TESTIMONY GIVEN AT_______________________________________

                                                                         (City and State)
        ON___________________.


                 (Date)   
                

                                               _____________________________________________

                                               SIGNATURE OF PRIEST/PASTORAL MINISTER
STATEMENT OF TRIBUNAL POLICY

The proceedings of the Tribunal of San Jose are exclusively religious in nature and are governed solely by the laws of the Roman Catholic Church.  These proceedings are not directed to such matters as property rights, custody of children, or other matters determined by the civil courts.  The purpose of this investigation is to determine the status of the parties from the point of view of the Catholic Church and their freedom to enter a marriage which will be recognized as valid by the Catholic Church.  It is the Tribunal’s desire that the proceedings be a healing experience conducted in a spirit of justice and compassion.

Church law, which is concerned with the rights of both parties in the investigation, requires that the Tribunal seek sufficient information to make a responsible and just decision in this matter.  The Tribunal gathers the testimony of the parties themselves and of the witnesses proposed by the parties.  The Tribunal may also request, with proper authorization, information such as medical or psychological records.

Because of the sensitive nature of the information gathered in this process and because the Tribunal wishes to promote a spirit of charity, all information gathered in the course of the proceeding is considered confidential and is not made available to anyone except as authorized by Church law.  Under that law it is the Presiding Judge of the Tribunal who has the authority to determine what information is to be given to the parties, balancing the rights of the parties and the need for confidentiality.  Information is not   made available to witnesses, to anyone acting in their behalf, or for any civil proceeding.  Witnesses may request that their testimony be withheld from the parties for a serious reason.  It is the policy of the Tribunal to disclose information only to duly authorized Tribunal officials as determined by Church law.  The goal is to afford the parties their rights as well as to preserve the necessary confidentiality of all information gathered in the Tribunal’s process of investigation.

I attest that I have read the above statement and agree to be bound by the policies explained therein.

___________________


______________________________


Date





Signature

