DIOCESE OF
SAN JOSE

Kinh gai Anh Chi em trong Chda Ki-t6:

Trong khi viét thu nay cho Anh Chi em, t6i dang tham me t6i & Houston khi me t6i ¢ vao giai
doan cubi cua cudc doi. T6i & v6i me hai ngay, va mac dau me toi khéng con biét ndi chuyén voi
toi nira, toi ciing nhéc lai nhiing giai doan trong cugc doi khi tdi con & vei me, tir khi me sinh t6i
roi nudi nang anh chi em ching toi, cho dén khi chling t6i roi khoi nha dé co doi séng riéng, roi
me phan khoi nudng chiéu may dtra chau, may dira chit cia me, cho dén khi tudi gia suc yéu
trong nhirng nam gan day.

R4 tdi ciing ndi voi me toi vé thién dang. Vé ndi vui mirng duoc gap Chla noi vinh quang cua
Ngai. Sy hién dién cua cac Thién than, cac Théanh, va nhiing ngudi than yéu — nhit 1a ba ti,
nguoi da dugc dua vé Thién dang 15 nam trudce, 6ng ba cua toi, va nhitng nguoi ban cua me toi.
Me t6i nam trén giuong trong nha thuong huu dudng, va toi ngdi sét bén canh me bén cira sb.
Me tdi thich nhin ra cira s6 noi may con chim hat trén canh.

Tri nhé dua tdi vé mot di vang noi c6 mot ngudi con va mot ngudi me ciing ngodi bén cira so,
cach day miy thé ky, va tuong tusng ra nhitng ky diéu va niém vui caa Thién dang. Thanh nix
Monica di ngay dém lién li cau nguyén cho nguoi con dugc sém tim thiy con duong va tim thiy
tinh yéu va long nhan hau caa Chua; va toi tu hoi khong biét me t6i da khoc bao nhiéu lan cho
con céi va chau chét va bao nhiéu lan me da cau nguyén cho ching toi!

Trong khi chung ta vui mung ky niém sy Phyc sinh cua Chua trong mua Phuc sinh, t6i tu hoi
khong biet chiing ta co nghi den thién dang khong. Va ching ta c6 tusng tuong thién dang nhu
thé nao khdng. Chung ta cd chuan bi dé vé thién dang khéng.

Trong van hoa ngay nay, ching ta thuong chuan bi nhiéu diéu trong cudc séng. Chang han nhu
chuan bi cho tuong lai con céi, cho sy nghiép cua ching ta, chuan bj chuong trinh du lich di nghi
hé, va sap xép cdng viéc sao cho hitu hiéu trong nhitng ngay ban ron. Nhung ching ta ¢6 chuan
bi cho cudc séng ¢ thién dang khong? Va viéc dy c6 can phai chuan bj khdng?

Sach Gio ly Cong gi4o day ching ta: “Thién Pang" 1a cudc sdng vién man vi dojoc hiép théng
trong sw séng va tinh yéu véi Thién Chia Ba Ngéi, voi Bac Trinh Nit Ma-ri-a, véi cac thién than
va cac thanh. Thién Pang 1a muc dich tdi hau va 1a su hién thuc cac nguyén vong sau xa
nhat cia con ngodi, 1a tinh trang hanh phac tuyét hao va chung cude.” (1024)

“Hanh phuc tuyét hao va chung cudc!” That la mot diéu tuyét hao! Nha hién triét Aristotle xua
da cho rang hanh phc 1a muc dich caa moi cudc séng con ngu’ol Chung ta tat ca cing chi wéc
mudn va vuon téi hanh phic. Chla Gié-su da day ching ta rang di theo Nguéi, séng mat thiét



v6i Nguoi va voi tha nhan sé mang lai niém vui va hanh phuc. Thé nhung trong cudc SOng nay,
niém vui va hanh phuc luén bj can tré va dé neén boi toi I6i cuia chling ta va toi I0| cua thé gian.
Va nhu Thanh Phao-16 di néi: Trong cudc séng Bic tin cua ching ta, ching ta cd gang yéu bang
tinh yéu cua Thién Chua.

O Thién dang s& khdng con hy vong va Buc tin, vi chling ta di dat duoc didu minh tin va nhiing
gi ching ta hy vong. O Thién dang chi con tinh yéu. Yéu Chua, yéu tha nhan, va yéu chinh minh.
Tinh yéu cta Chia danh cho ta! Thénh Gioan da day ching ta: “Thién Chua la tinh yéu!” (1Gn
4:8) Chung ta hay bat dau SOng nhu thé, trong mua Phuc sinh nay: Hay SOng bang tinh yéu! bo
la diéu ching ta lam @& chuan bi cho Thién dang - bang cach séng cudc séng thién dang & tran
gian, véi buc tin, hy vong va tinh yéu.

Phép Thanh Thé da hé mé cho ta mot cude sdng vinh ciru, Xin cho ta dugc no day tinh yéu Chua,
bang “Banh hang song bdi troi,” bang Loi nhap the, va mang lai sec manh cho cugce hanh trinh
tran the, va sau cung den Thién dang.

Xin cau chic Anh Chi em mua Phuc Sinh day on thanh!

Giam Muc Oscar Cantl

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ:

As of the writing of this message, | was visiting my mother in Houston as she enters the final
phases of her life. | spent two days with her, and although she was not able to respond to me
verbally, | recalled with her the various phases of our life together, from her birthing and raising
of my siblings and me to seeing us move out of the house and make our own lives, to the joy of
spoiling her grandchildren and great-grandchildren, to the decline of her health in her later years.

| then reflected with her on what heaven might be like. The exhilaration of seeing God’s glory.
The presence of the angels and saints, of our loved ones — my father, who went to his heavenly
reward 15 years ago, my grandparents, and her dear friends. My mother lay in her nursing home
bed as | sat next to her beside the window. She likes to look out the window at the birds who
visit and serenade her from the tree branches outside.

My memory went to another son and mother who sat by a window centuries ago, imagining what
the wonders and joys of heaven might be like. St. Monica had prayed tirelessly that her son
would find his way in life and discover God’s love and mercy; [ wondered how many tears my
mother shed for her children and grandchildren and how many prayers she offered for us!

As we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ in this Easter season, | wonder if we think about
heaven. If we imagine what it might be like. If we make plans for it.



In our modern culture, we plan many things in life. We plan for our children’s future, for the
development of our careers, for vacations, and for efficient work on a busy day. Do we ever plan
for heaven? Does it require planning?

The Catechism of the Catholic Church states the following: “This perfect life with the Most Holy
Trinity - this communion of life and love with the Trinity, with the Virgin Mary, the angels and
all the blessed - is called ‘heaven.” Heaven is the ultimate end and fulfillment of the deepest
human longings, the state of supreme, definitive happiness” (1024).

“Supreme, definitive happiness!” What a marvelous thought! The ancient philosopher, Aristotle,
noted that happiness was the goal of every human life. We all ultimately desire and long for
happiness. Jesus tells us that following him, and living in fellowship with God and neighbor,
bring abiding joy and happiness. Yet, in this world, that joy and happiness will always be
challenged by our own sins and the sins of the world. And so, as St. Paul says, “we walk by
faith” in the journey of life, striving to love as God loves.

In heaven, faith and hope will no longer be necessary, as we will have achieved that which we
believed and for which we hoped. Only love will perdure in heaven. Love for God, neighbor, and
self. God’s love for us! We remember what St. John tells us: “God is love” (1 Jn 4:8). Let us start
living that way now, in this Easter season: let us live in love. This is how we plan for heaven —
by living the kingdom of heaven here on earth through faith, hope, and love.

As the Eucharist opens the window to us to eternal life, may we be fed by God’s love for us, by
“the Bread come down from heaven,” by the Word made flesh, and gain strength for the journey
through life, and ultimately to heaven.

Happy Easter!

Bishop Oscar Cantu



